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Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Monk, Stanley Harold 

i 

Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery 
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5 th Infantry Battalion 
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Pas de Calais, France 

i 

Private #440187 

i 

Plot 2 Row D Grave 47 

i 

Death 16 August 1917 

link 

Date of Burial / Exhumation 

i 
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link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 

Service Record 

n/a 
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1 
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2 
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3a,b,c 

Casualty Spreadsheet 


Area Map(s) 

4 

Trench Map Exhumation 


Trench Map(s) 

5 

Grave Stone Photograph 


Possible Candidates List 


Grave Stone Inscription 


Excluded Candidates List 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 


Other 


Reporting and Review 

8 


Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 2 Row D Grave 47 of the Rue Petillon 
Military Cemetery lists an Unknown Canadian Soldier with a Registration Number 
440187 (same as A40187). 

The research is clear that the remains in this grave are those of Private Stanley Howard 
Monk #440187 of the 5 th Canadian Infantry Battalion, who was lost at that location 
during the Battle of Hill 70 in August 1917. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 2 Row D Grave 47 are those of 
Private Stanley Howard Monk #440187 of the 5 th Canadian Infantry Battalion, who was 
lost at that location during the Battle of Hill 70 in August 1917. Although the Regimental 
Number was recorded, it was not traced to Private Monk. This appears to be an 
understandable administrative error as even to this day (March 24, 2016) his name 
does not appear in the Canadian database under that number. Instead it appears as 
#A40187, a series that was later changed to #440187. To ensure that there is no 
question as to this identity, we have undertaken the research to prove these are his 
remains. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance od Death (COD) file for Private Monk #4401 87 reports that he 
was killed in action on August 16, 1917 “whilst taking part in the attack at Hill 70, 
Lens, he was hit in the head and instantly killed by an enemy rifle bullet’ 
(Attachment #1). 

2. The E-13 War Graves Register (WGR) reports #4401 87 was killed in action on 

1 5 August 1 917, which was later corrected to 1 6 August 1 91 7. His body was not 
knowingly recovered and identified for burial, thus his name was added to the 
Vimy Memorial (Attachment #2). The change of the date to August 16 th from 
August 15 th is important as it shows the remains were recovered where the 5 th 
Battalion was on that date. 

3. The War Diary of the 5 th Infantry Battalion of the 2 nd Infantry Brigade, 1 st 
Canadian Division clearly shows that the 5 th Battalion was in active combat in the 
area where the remains were recovered (Attachment #3). The 5 th Battalion was 
already in the vicinity on August 1 3 th when they formed up in 36C.N.2 sector. The 
5 th Battalion relieved the 8 th Battalion on the front line on the evening of August 
15 th under heavy German fire from Cite St. Auguste from 36C.N.3. Several 
enemy counter attacks happened over the night and during the day of the 1 6th 
until the 5 th Battalion was relieved on the night of the 16 th . All of this occurred in 
the sector where the remains of Private Monk were retrieved. Note that 
references to map 44a or 36c are the same map. 

4. The overall area where the 5 th Battalion made their advance is depicted in an 
extract of Nicholson Map 12 for the attack on Hill 70 by the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force (Attachment #4). As detailed in the war diary, the 5 th 
Battalion moved in concert with the 8 th Battalion in a leap-frog motion over the 
Blue Line until they reached the Green Line on the west perimeter of Cite. St. 
Auguste. It is here that the remains of Private Monk were recovered. 

5. A period Trench Map from the UK National Archives illustrates the details of the 
movement of the 5 th Battalion through Sector 36c. N. 2 to the Green Line where 
the remains were recovered (Attachment #5). From this placement, we know that 
Private Monk paid the ultimate sacrifice in the later stages of the battle, precisely 
where the 5 th Battalion was located on August 16, 1917. 
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6. The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) clearly shows that the Canadian 
soldier that fell and was buried in Plot 2 Row D Grave 47 was identified as 
carrying identification for #440187 (Attachment #6). As we know from prior 
research on the files of Lts. Wylie and McDonald and 2 nd Lts. Kipling and Law, 
this was in the same area where the British were involved in the September 191 5 
Battle of Loos. UK Rifleman P. H. Meads was recovered in that same area and is 
buried in Plot 2 Row D Grave 44. Canadian’s were not involved in the prior 
activity in 1915, thus unlike the British units, removes any date conflicts. 

7. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) provides precise details as to where the remains of Private Monk #440187 
were exhumed (Attachment #7). He was found at the Green Line at trench map 
coordinates 44a.N.2.b.6.3, exactly where the 5 th Battalion was placed on August 
16, 1917. He was discovered with another Canadian at the same location but 
there are no means to identify those remains. There is no doubt from the 
information on the COG-BR that it is the body of Private Stanley Monk #4401 87 
that is buried in Plot 2 Row D Grave 47 of the Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery. His 
identity perhaps unknown as the records still showed his registration by the old 
number #A40187. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #8). 

The analysis of the evidence is conclusive that the remains in Plot 2 Row D Grave 47 at 
the Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery are those of Private Stanley Harold Monk #440187 of 
the 5 th Canadian Infantry Battalion who fell at the Green Line on August 16, 191 7. 
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ATTACHMENT #3(a) 


5 th. CAHADIAB MMIEI 

nwpnRf OB omiTIOB or APGDST 14th. - 18th. 1917. 

BafaranefrmmFB. » i gj 

1005 . 

Oa the uight of August 13th. , the 5th. Canadian Infantry Battn. 
rail ered tha Bigit half of tha 4th. C.I.Bn., in the Front Una of tha looe 
Saotor: tha Frontage taken oyer extending from B. 1.0.7. 7£. to S.l.a.4.4£. 
ttle was our BattUb* Frontage. "D" Company hold the Bight half of the 
Front Line and "0" Company the Left half of the Front line, "A" Company 
ware in Battalion Support in HarriBon end Bart's Casters , and *8" Company 
in Be8arre In Eaymaxket Tunnel. 

During the previous weeks a gTeat deal Of work had bean done in 
this seetor, clearing out trenches and dugouta, burying oahlea, and build- 
ing up BattaUon and Company Damps. Bile work was now aU oompletad, and 
everything was in readiness for the assault. 


3se day of the 14th. passed quietly, and there was very little 
shelling of our position by the enemy's artillery, although our own 
artillery kept showering a steady stream of explosives on tha enemy 'a 
country. 

^t dunk on the 14th. Battalion Headquarters moved into a dug-out 
in Bug's Alloy at B.l.e.1.1. and Begimental Aid Station to an adjacent 
dugout. At 12.00 midnight, the Companies oomenoed moving forward to thelx 
Ji-mping off position, section by section, until about 1.00 a.m. on the 
15th. tha Battalion was all located, dug in and ready for the attack. 

AS the eneny had been putting hie practioe barrage on our Front 
Line, it wee decided to dlg-ln 75 to 100 yards in front of this line. "D" 
Company, under Captain Hills was on the extreme right, and "B" company, 
under iltjor Hadley Immediately in their rear. "C" Company, under Lieut. 
Lloyd was on the Loft flank, and "A" Company under Lieut. Foulkes im- 
mediately in their rear. 

Ihe Battalion was to attack on a two company frontage, in two 
waves of two lines eaoh. "C" and "D" Companies were to capture tha Carman 
Front line, and "A" and "B" Companies were to go through them and capture 
the Blue Line, when "C" and "D" were to mop up the ground between the 
German Front Line and the Blue Line, Jhe 8th. C.I.Bn. were then to go 
forward to the Bed and Green Unas, while the mopping up parties detailed 
by "A" and "B" Companies were to olsar the ground between the Blue and Bed. 

At 3.30 a.m. Lieutenant Osier who waa in charge of Ho. 12 Platoon, 
"C" Company, was wounded, and Sergeant Oldham took oharge. 

Sharp at 4.25 a.m-, the barrage opened op and the attaok waa 
launohod. Two minutes afterwards, the men began to odvanoe, and the German 
Front Line was taken with very little enemy opposition and very few oasual- 
tles. A Light ueohlne Gun was captured by Sergeant SquAire , and the crew 
disponed of by making them atretoher bearers. A converted Lewis machine Gun 
was also captured in the German Front Lino. 

Uaytwnast yalsh, Oho was on tha extreme Bigot flank, had b»*n 
ordered to take oart of Helson C.T. and Dynamite House, In the event of the 
5th. C.I.Bn. reaohlng there in advance of the 22nd. C.I.Bn. This happened, 
and Lieutenant Walsh was wounded by e sniper while bombing Dynamite House. 
A/O.S.U.Uorrison Of tha same company was killed at this plaoe , after 
having done splendid work in getting the yen into position end keeping them 
in the formation they want over, 

*C" end n D" oompanlee having taken their objectives , dug-ln 
about 40 yards past the old German Front Idne, which waa efterwarde 
heavily shelled by the enesy. "A" and ”2" oompanlee , following up the 
barrage had a large njmber of oasualtlaa from Machine Guns Fire before 
reaolng their objeotive. as they approached the Bine Line, a number of 
Germane jumped from it as soon as our barrage had paeaed, end attempted to 
retire, but only oaught up with our barrage, and running into it, were 
exterminated. 
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ATTACHMENT #3(b) 


Ibe Him kept up a heavy Uaohine Gun and trench Mortar Fire 
Iron this line until the last minute, teoklly the wire was well out, 
and the point was ultimately gained. "A" company captured some 30 
prisoners, 2 Uaohine Suns and 2 Medium trench Mortars in. this line, 2.1 
while *B" oompany oaptured a recent pattern Machine Sun, a Ticker e- 
Uaxlm Machine Sun which had evidently been previously oaptured from the 
British, a heavy "Sausage" uinnenwerf er , and another Mlnnerwerfer after 
the pattern of our 3" Stokes Gun. 

the casualties sustained in oapturing this line were about 

12S men. 

Shortly after the line had been taken, and the work of 
consolidation started, the enmey oomcenoed shelling it, and from then 
on, gave the Line no peace. 

lieutenant Dundee, the Intelligence Officer went forward with 
seven signallers and several socuts, and established an advanced Batt- 
alion Headquarters In Hatley Trench at S.l.b.5.7. Repeated attempts to 
keep up telephonic communication were made, but it was impossible, end 
messages had to be sent by runners, whom, from this time on, worked day 
end night with the utmost fearlessness between Battalion Headquarters 
and companies, passing and re passing through heavy barrage fire. 

The Barrage played in fron t of the Blue line half an hour, 
when it lifted, and the 8th. C.I.Bn. passed over the 5th. C.I.Bn. to 
take the Red and Gween lines . 

"A" and "B" Companies worked steadily, oonsolldatiwa the new 
position, while parties from "C" and "D" companies rushed up Grenades 
and Ammunition. 

The Battalion Reserve Party of 52 men under lieutenant Boss 
started out imnedlately after the launching of the attaok and aoted as 
Stretcher bearers. They colleoted all German prisoners, and, loading Ah 
them with stretchers, commenced the work of evaouatlng the wounded, and 
from then on, until we were relieved on the night of the 17th. August, 
worked continuously, and it is apparent that lieutenant Boas and hie 
gallant men saved many lives and played an important pert in the operat- 
ions. They took up water, boobs and ammunition, and brought baok the 
wounded, p easing and re-passing through a heavy barrage fire, until, at 
last, when relieved, lieutenant Ross and 12 men were all that remained 
of the original 52 men. 

On the 15th. August "B" Company sent two bombing parties tp the 
8th. C.I.Bn. who were to attaok the Green line at 4.00 p.m. Zero hour 
was postponed, till 6,00 p.m. and then, owing to the 8th. Battalion deem- 
ing themselves too weak In numbers to attack, it was again poetponed. 

On the evening of August 15th. "A" and "B" companies relieved 
the 8th. Battalion in the Front line, and "0" and "D" companies moved up 
the Blue line. 


German Snipers were very busy from the brlokworks and houses in 
Cite St. August and Fosse 14 bis, and a number of casualties wars oaused It 
by them. 

During the dsys of August 15th. and 16th. end particularly on th< 
early morning of the 16th., Cerman aeroplanes were very aotltre, flying st 
an extremely low altitude, and firing on parties of our men, spotting our 
new positions, and registering their batteries on than* Our planes flew 
snob higher and part of the time did not appear to Interfere with the 
Hun msohlnes, nor make any attempt to hinder their operations. By naans 
of hie planes, the enemy probably looated our positions much sooner than 
he would otherwise have done, and dlreotlng his artillery fire on us, 
oaused heavy oasualtles end greatly hindered the work of consolidation. 


During the night of August 15th. , the enesy oounter-attaoked 
several times, but eaoh time was driven off by our artillery and U.G. 
fire. On August 16th. orders were issued f»» "a" end "B" oompanles to 
advance up Hoggin C.T. end other C.T's to the south of It, and from there 

go to the Green line. »o" and "D" Companies were to move up sad 
oooupy/ 
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ATTACHMENT #3(c) 


- 2 - 


Zd 

occupy the BED HITS. SEBO hour was sat for 4.00 p.m. 

Major Eelley of "8* Company became a oasuslty shortly bafore 
Zero hour, being picked by a eaiper , and plant. McConnell 
of "D" Company was sent up in his place. 


At 4.00 p.m. the assault commenced and after some rery 
stiff fighting and continuous bombing the GBEEH UBK was taken 
and some SO prisoners and a number of machine guns captured. 


Oranadea and arauunltion were at once rushed up, bgt 
owing to the oummunioation trenches being obliteratedeheawy 
machine gun fire and sniping, the greater proportion newer 
arrived at its destination. 


The onai.-y count or -at taokeA at 4.00 p.m. and from then tt 
on it was a continual counter-attack, all of which, mete beaten 
off till about 5,30 p.m. when the supply of grenades and 
ammunition ran out end "a" and "B" Companies now numbering 
six and nine men respectively were compelled to withdraw 
175 yards east of the railroad. llsut. Grant, who had a 
leg broken and other wounds refused to let them carry him, 
and coumsnced to crawl back in company with his batman. 
thlB was the last seen of him. Capt. Willis of "D" Company 
also became a casualty about this time. 


At 6.30 p.su reinforcements and grenades were again 
received by "a" and "B" companies and posts pushed out to 
within 100 yards of the railway which was as far as it was 
possible to go as the men were then quite close to their 
own barrage. 

I 

On the night of August 16th the Battalion was relieved 
by the 4th C.I. Battalion and moved back to the BIDE USE, 
which was named, the night of August 17th, when we were 
relieved by the 1st Canadian Infantry Battalion and moved 
hack to 1SS BEBIS. 

The work of all ranks during those trying daye reached 
every expectation and t e manner in whioh the B.C.0,6 took 
hold of their Units When the Offloere become casualties was 
splendid. 

The casualties amounted to 13 Officers and 352 other 

ranks. 


It was impossible to maintain telephone oonmunloatlon 
forward of our old front line, and for this reason the extreme 
necessities of the people up there were not known until am 
hour or ao after, and I would suggest that if at all possible 
small portable wireless outfits should be carried by Unite 
going into action, as I believe that if direot and immediate 
communications are maintained the work of taking and holding 
a position would be facilitated by 90 per cent. 


Major & Adjutant. 

5th Canadian Infantry Battalion. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


REVISED COMPREHENSIVE REPORT. 1-3-24. . „ w 00170 

. , i Army iorm W. 3372. 

GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 


No» 2 * Area , 

I.W.G.C. 


REPORT No. 2. 


SCHEDULE No. 480. 


0" 

■A 


PLACE OF BURIAL RUE PETILLON MILITARY CEMETERY . ‘ 
COMMUNE! FLEURBAIX. 

£. J. 

Map Reference Sheet.36.N.3 h.^rTv 

This Revised Report oanoels all previous Reports. 
The following are buried here : — 




Regiment 
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SOLDIER. 

SOLDIER. 

SOLDIER. 

SOLDIER. 

SOLDIER. 

SOLDIER. 

SOLDIER. 
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• •••••• 
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43.- 



Private Stanley Monk 


Page 1 1 


Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery 2.D.47 



ATTACHMENT #7 


\ -;i 

f uii 
Jl 

i\>s 


J3 

X. 

w 


o 

M 

Eh 

3 

Eh 

W 

O 

S5 

O 

O 


a 

EH 

a 


Cl 

c. 

I 

t> 

I 

00 

Cl 


z 

Ph 
& 
E-I 

w 

CQ Ph 


ft Qj 
O ^ 


<j 


PQ 


w i 
03 £ 

&i 


1 

3* 



Private Stanley Monk 


Page 12 Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery 2.D.47 


ATTACHMENT #8 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard 

Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauQhton.ca 

Report Author 

Ralph McLean 

South Africa War Graves Project 

ralDh(a)southafricawararaves.ora 

Investigator 
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